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PART 23

APPENDIX 1

DEALING WITH APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED BY MEMBERS AND
OFFICERS AND COUNCIL SERVICE AREAS

The submission of planning applications and/or development plan
proposals by serving Members, Officers, or their close friends and
relatives can easily give rise to suspicions of impropriety, including
proposals for the Council’'s own development. The following points
should be taken into account:

Members
Serving Members of the Council who act as agents for people pursuing
planning matters .shall not be Members of the Planning Committee.

Members should take no part in the processing of their own
applications or those of their immediate family or close friends or
anyone with whom the Member has a close personal association.

As soon as a planning application is received from a Member, the Head
of Planning and Regeneration must inform the Council’s Monitoring
Officer, who will take such steps as are necessary to ensure that
applications for dispensations from other Members of the Planning
Committee are considered as soon as possible.

Members who are members of the Planning Committee should declare
an interest in respect of applications prepared by them or on their
behalf and leave the meeting while such applications are under
consideration.

Applications of currently serving Members should not be dealt with
under delegated powers and should be decided by the Planning
Committee.

Officers
Serving Officers should never act as agents for people pursing a
planning matter.

Officers should take no part in the processing of their own planning
applications or those of their immediate family or close friends.

Applications for Planning Consents made to Redditch Borough Council
by Officers currently working for either Bromsgrove District Council or
Redditch Borough Council, or employed by other local authorities who
provide services for or on behalf of Redditch Borough Council under
shared service arrangements should not be dealt with under delegated
powers and should be decided by the Planning Committee.
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Developments by the Council

Planning applications made by Council Service Areas must be
processed in accordance with existing policy and treated in the same
way as a private application except that all such applications shall be
considered by the Planning Committee and not determined under
delegated powers.

Applications submitted by former Members and former employees
There has been some considerable concern about former employees
setting up their own consultancies and providing planning advice in the
Redditch Borough Council area and about the consideration of
applications by or on behalf of former Members. Both circumstances
occur from time to time and the guiding principles should be that:-

(1) applications by former Members will be treated in the same way
as any other application;

(i) applications by former employees whether they are acting for
themselves or an agent for others will be treated in exactly the
same way as any other application.

Applications by Members of Political Associations
Where a planning application is made by someone who is not a
Member, but is known to be a member of the same Political
Association as some of the members of the Planning Committee, those
Members will need to give consideration as to whether they should
declare an interest when the application is considered.

In some cases, no declaration will be necessary, but in other cases the
relationship between the parties may be close enough to warrant a
declaration of interest. Councillors should have regard to the Council's
Code of Conduct and should err on the side of safety.
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